A study of malaria parasitaemia in pregnant women, placentae, cord blood and newborn babies in Lagos, Nigeria.
The peripheral blood of 101 pregnant women at delivery, their 105 new born babies and the corresponding placental, and cord blood smears were examined cross sectionally for malaria parasites, during a 3 month period (May-July, 1986). The average maternal age was 26.3 years. Positive parasitaemia was found in 2.97% of maternal peripheral thick blood films; in 2.94% of placental smears, and in 0.95% of cord blood films. Congenital malaria did not occur in the babies.